The Coronavirus emergency is a major challenge for our health and social care services. To help the
NHS and Social Care system in West Yorkshire manage the impact of Coronavirus and to save lives,
new restrictions have been placed upon us all. Following the self-isolation and social distancing
restrictions will keep people safe, slow the spread of Coronavirus, stop the NHS from being
overwhelmed and help to save lives.
The police have been granted new powers to enforce the new restrictions, to help keep people safe
and slow the spread.
Thankfully, I know that the vast majority of people across West Yorkshire are heeding the advice and
guidance and I want to thank them for that. Where they are not, the approach of my officers and
staff will be to encourage, explain and engage to seek compliance. Ultimately though, some people
will choose not to comply, so I have had to tell my officers and staff to use these new powers where
they need to - especially with people who are deliberately breaching the restrictions and putting
other people’s lives at risk.
In order to establish why people are out and about on the roads, my officers will have to stop and
speak with even more people than usual. I hope you will understand they are just doing their job,
just trying to keep us all safe.
These new restrictions and police powers are about halting the spread of the virus. I believe we
have the public’s support to do this and we will do it in a reasonable and proportionate way, but we
will need to enforce them when we have to.
My officers and staff continue to work relentlessly, twenty four hours a day, across West Yorkshire
to reduce crime, protect the vulnerable and provide reassurance during this time of national
crisis. We will continue to keep the people of West Yorkshire safe and feeling safe. Please play your
part by abiding by the temporary restrictions.
Thank you.

